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To commemorate the 80™ Anniversary of the e |ower-grade ore means larger tailings
Bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, further piles; 85 per cent of the radioactivity of the
thoughts on the nuclear industry -> mine is left in the tailings. While the ore is
being processed to yellowcake, the
The Legacy of Mining Poison Yellow Rock tailings are in the open, where wind could
The Chronicle Herald, March 12, 2025 distribute the radioactive particles up to
1,000 miles away. Our torrential rain
“l would like to share a story from the Navajo, storms would cause further distribution
whose ancestral lands are Arizona and New into watersheds and wells.
Mexico. For years, the Navajo had discovered a e Eventually, the abandoned mine site
certain rock on their lands, labelled it “poison would be the province’s responsibility to
yellow rock” and advised others to leave it upkeep indefinitely.
alone. In the 1940s, a uranium mining boom e Alluranium in Canada goes to Ontario for
took place in their area, churning up much of refining. From there, 85 per cent is
the soil, leaving large piles of tailings. The exported and a large portion is sold to the
Navajo used this material to build their adobe U.S.
buildings and, as a consequence, years later e Uranium is used for two things: nuclear
there were many sicknesses. In 2005, the power and nuclear weapons. A minuscule
Navajo Nation declared a moratorium on amount ends up as radioisotopes for
uranium mining on their reservation. medical use. Most medical isotopes can
be made in a cyclotron or particle
Fast forward to today and why we want our accelerator without the use of radioactive
uranium mining ban retained: material or of a large nuclear power plant.
e Even exploring for uranium with boreholes e Once refined, itis impossible to trace
releases radon, which is a noble gas, where uranium goes. Here is an ethical
tasteless and invisible. Radon is question: Are we comfortable with Nova
radioactive and carcinogenic, as are its Scotia uranium potentially going to the
eight decay products. All cause health U.S., where it could help “modernize”
issues if ingested or inhaled. Radon is the their nuclear weapons?
second leading cause of lung cancer after Nancy Covington, Halifax”
smoking. Kk

e The uranium ore in Nova Scotia is thought

to be a lower grade than in places like In response to John DeMont’s July 5 article
Saskatchewan, where robotic mining is Uranium Ruckus is Deja Vu All Over Again

done to cut down on the high incidence of The Chronicle Herald, July 9, 2025
lung cancers. Still, miners would be

exposed to dust that 20 years later would “An addition to this article is needed for the
lead to lung cancers. New leaching mining paragraph on nuclear power. The current
techniques have been tried in the U.S,, content is derived from the nuclear power
which led to a contaminated aquifer. industry’s promotional literature and is

fantasy.



Forinstance:

1. Nuclear power is not the saviour of the
climate crisis as these plants take too long to
build. The climate crisis can’t wait for 10 years,
at minimum, to build a plant.

2. Nuclear power is hot greenhouse gas
emissions-free when the full uranium pathway
is taken into account, from mining, milling,
transportation, building of the plant,
decommissioning, storing toxic radioactive
wastes and repackaging these wastes for a
deep geological repository, which, amazingly,
has not been built or even proven to work.

3. The claim that nuclear power is “dependable
and predictable” is not borne out by fact. For
instance, New Brunswick’s Point Lepreau has
suffered numerous shutdowns, the longest
one being four years. During fiscal year 2024-
25, the plant operated for about 101 days.
4.The vigorously promoted small modular
nuclear reactors (SMRS) are still untested; they
are dubbed Powerpoint reactors, as there are
no commercial SMRS operating. Also, with
SMRS there are nuclear weapons proliferation
concerns, as some designs call for enrichment
of uranium to a degree that the fuel could be
diverted for use in a “small” Hiroshima-type
bomb.

5. Recent analysis of the effects of low-level
ionizing radiation show that women, children
and the unborn are disproportionately
affected. This means that excess miscarriages,
birth defects and childhood cancers can be
expected as the regulatory guidelines for
release of radioactive toxic substances do not
reflect these gendered and age-related effects.

Fortunately, there are better options available
that do not lead to toxic radioactive emissions
and wastes and are quicker to build. Solar with
storage and wind energies take two years to
build instead of 10. Solar systems and onshore
wind with battery storage are already cheaper
per kilowatt hour than new nuclear and have
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https://www.ourcommons.ca/petitions/en/Petition/D
etails?Petition=e-6636

fewer health, environment and weapons-
related issues.

Transitioning to renewable energy options
needs to happen quickly and not be sidelined
by the problem-ridden nuclear power option.
Thank you for bringing up the topic.

Dr. Nancy Covington, retired family physician,
Halifax”

*k*k

Please Sign Petition e-6636" to

“call upon the Government of Canada to order
the Auditor General to conduct an
independent, objective and systematic
assessment of how well Atomic Energy of
Canada Limited [AECL] is managing its
activities, responsibilities and resources; and
prohibit AECL from issuing a contract to
Nuclear Laboratories Partners of Canada
[consortium of U.S. companies].”

Deadline September 8, 2025, 1220pm EDT

Brought forward by Elizabeth May MP for
Saanich-Gulf Islands, Green Party Caucus,
who recognizes “the Canadian government's
love affair with nuclear energy”. The AECL was
created in 1952 as a Crown corporation and
during its life, received about $18 billion in
federal funding. “During the Harper years most
of AECL’s assets, including Canadian Nuclear
Laboratories were sold for the bargain
basement price of $17 million to that old
corruptinsider firm of SNC Lavelin, now
renamed Atkins Realis.” In mid-September
2025, Atkins Realis will be selling its “AECL
assets to a consortium of US-owned
firms...largest contract in Canadian history.”
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The Vow From Hiroshima!? (2019) An intimate
portrait of Setsuko Thurlow, a survivor of the
Hiroshima atomic bomb.

Visit ICAN’s Children’s Peace Memorial®
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